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“WE WANT VISITORS TO THE MUSEUM
TO STOP AND EXPERIENCE THE
UNFLAGGING ENERGY OF LONDON IN
THE NOW”



Iconic exhibits key
for Museum of
London galleries

By Angus Montgomery
“This is tha culmination of four
years of work. We're hoping 1o
completely reposition the
museum and make it mone
mainstraam, This will allow us
to have 8 bigger prasance.’
Professor Jack Lohman,
director of the Museum of
Landon, s refarmng 1o tha
Institute’'s planned £20m
Galleries of Moedern London,
set to open in 2010, This work
will increase the museum's
space by 25 per cent, allow it
1o display more than 7000
ohjects, and open it up to the
London Wall, where passers-by
will be able 1o look through a
window and see tha glitternng
Lord Mayar's coach on display
The progect architect is
Wilkinsan Eyre, which has
pravioushy warked on other
redevelopment projects at the
189705 Powell & Moya-designed
building. But unusually = and
with the exception of gallary
elements designed by
Furneaux Stewart - al

NTemak

and exhabition dasign has
been carried out by the Mol's
in-house design team

1 Foyer area of the Museum of
Londan, with a promotonal sign
for the new gallenss

2 A still from LDM24, a film
installateon, designed by The
Light Surgeans, to be displayed
in the museum's Sacklar Hal

3 A detail from Charles Booth's
Powarty Map of London, gn
exhibit &t the musaum

The musaum was in informal
discusgions with a number of
consultancies, including Nigel
Coates, before satthng on an
in-houwse team led by Lohman
himsealf, with head of design
and exhibitions Leigh Cain,
formerdy of Meataphos, and lead
designer Gail Symingtan. "We
tock this decision partly
because | felt so comfortable
about leading the design,”
says Lohman, who studied
architecture ard is a professor
of musaum design and
communication at Bergen
Matanal Academy of the Arts
in' Norway. '| must ba the onky
musaum directar in the world
whao is also running a design
studio,” he adds

Despata the prasance of
Wilkinson Eyre — twice winnar
of the Stirling Prize - Lohman
15 kean 1o strass that tha
museum's callection iz the
key element of the new
developmant, rather than an
atlempt 10 créate 1IConmic
architecture, We ve spent the
money on the exhubiticn design
as opposad 10 the
architecture,’ he says

THE HISTORY OF THE MUSEUM OF LONDON

* Houged at three separate locations, Museum of London, at
London Wall; Museum of London Docklands; and Museum of

London Archasalogy, in Hackney

* The original London Wall building was designad by Powall &

Movya and opened in 1876

* Additions and refurbishmants have been designed by
Wilkinsan Eyre, the latest of which will open in spring 2010

Cain agrees, adding, ‘In
terms of the considarations
of this project, the
architecture was lowar down,
ang it was really more about
displaying the objects in the
pest way possible”

The gallanes will cover the
histary of London from the
Great Fre of 1666 up until the
prasent day, Highlights wall
inciude a woodan printing
press projecting reams of
paper on to the gallery ceifing,
a reconstruction of the
Pleasure Gardens from the
1851 Great Exhibition, and an
Art Daco lift from Selfridges
‘It's praty antanaining, popular
stuff,’ says Cain, who adds
"W have a strong education
programma as wall - wa
curranthy have anound 20
school visits a day, and we're
hoping to double that whan the
new galleries opan.’

Also launching with the new
gallarias wall be a film
commission, in collaboration
with Film London, designed by
The Light Surgeons, The
consultancy was appointed
after seeing off 12 othar
shorthisted groups ina
competition in June. The aim is
for the film 1o run for two years
as the first in a series of
biennial commissions

The film = called LDNZ24 -
will play on an array of ning
plasma screens and a
suspended elliptical LED
curtain in the Sackler Hall
Using bespoke software
developed with consultancy
Field, The Light Surgeons’
installation will present 24
hours of comemparary Londan
ina 2-minute looped film,
using photography, film and
stalstics updated in real uma
such as FTSE index figures.,

Christopher Allen, creative
director of The Light Surgeons,
says, ‘The concept of time
passing s an imtegral part of
our responsa. We want visitors
1o the musaum to stop and
expanance tha unfiagaing
energy of Londan in the “now”




