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ANIMATON AND THE VJ ART

“TLS COMBINE MODERN
TECHNOLOGY WITH OLD THEATRE
TRICKS TO CREATE LAYERS AND A
SENSE OF ILLUSION”
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A FEATURE

Gone are the days when VJs took a backseat to Dls,
the visual experience is now more vital than ever...

NIMATION
& THE

" VJ ART

WORDS: LUCY REEVES

Al lace waliie the tarm W1 woieks

Sl o Tt pretry

straighTigerewand, Howseued, Thera

i & ot mane 1001 than you maght

Tipse thwnk. Qrse maght place W in
the samebax 53 D5, 85 thiey Manipulate wideos
malchinbhe SR veay a4 a D) mixes anc oets
ricords, 1ades, stratchws and samghes using
'ﬁhﬂwh and egigigmaent. Faor the
eSS Thar-trarspasent art & more comples team
than W) i required, Chris Allen founder ano
direciar of ¥ ur,';lllll respedted, wiorlid-tamious Wi
paitfil The Light Surgedns sxplaing

| thank VNG today Mas Beoome 3 wry
squane box: itS video, iUy pegple ranning sttt
off a laptop thituegh a video projector anto &
screen whisth | think, persanally, 5 a i borndg
| don't really call sl &) "

The terrm ‘Auded Visual Archetects’ & a label
that Cheis s s Contemporarias at The Lagnt
Surgesn s prafer (o use

“The Light Surgears a5 an argansateen has
heen running lor aver Ten years and s work
wmars so many diffesent things From pring,
photography; installation, working weth big
harnds and |]|_.i|||__| aUr e s projects 1

rosses so masny @ifferent elemsants i's really

hard to marraw it down and, obviously, Yng

is somothing that has been pioneened by us,
mayhe unconwiouly when e saried oul”
Chris made his initial faray into e woerld
of Yiing ax a result of listening to his brothsers
hip-hop records and accompanying him Lo
car boot sales in a guest to find rare geroose
records. Instead of trying to cormgeate st s
brather, Chrs “usesd to

“Running stuff off a laptop
through a video projector
onto a screen is a bit boring.

| don't really call myselfa V)."

ks bl canarfibre and started coliecting
little projectars”

in 19492, the brothers started playing m The
Garden Clubon Covent asrcen

*| started propecting dide photographs ol
the obd funk records that he was playing and
that i how | started doang visuak, ™ says Chris
I started adding film to it and began college
sonn atter that

U waas r]mrlr_q graphss design 50

wars transterring some of my ketch books and

jraphic gasign work Into It and 1 took

att trom fhere. ™

second-hand, redundant
and old Supes
ght Surgeons’ early shoes

E"'-"l neniinig waitin .
equipment like shite project
B propecioes.” The L
wrare "yery retrd indged ™, Chns claborates
ware hwge codlages of projeciors using
leaps & s of graphecs that wedihao shot on

high-contrast reyersal Tiims $o all the smages
prir @il and meshed i .-;|;~rhrr 1
Today Tha Light durgeons haye gone on to

use & number ¢f progection sources in ther
pEriOrmanies, Thair set-up, as oescribed Dy
Cherig, is much like that of a theatre with

& sorgen af the back of the stage and a gauze
SOreErl g e frant af thea st i, which is an
old theatre trick to reveal scenes on stage

footage so you

g use g lot ot b
" They aso
0P WL ES,
pyectors, photography on slide and
seguences of slide with 16mm film arnd old
=0Es that we have had far PR, RO WS reEainy
create a coflage which sits in the space of the
stage and things pop aut from the back of the
stage to the Tront . Nosyadays with our nee
sherdis, Bwarything i spnchronised so the muse

s rEpresEn e visuially

>
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& Smoke and mirrars; The Light Surgecns combine modem technology with old theatre tricks
ta ereate layers and a sense of visual llusion which sits in and moves arcund the stage.

Wiheen ket aboul Wlisg software,
Chrigs passion for content aver what the
latest technddogy can enalde on a laplop
Ik smimiadiatedy addrested, He wiarns “The
technolom 5 very seductine Bnd it's very quick
[0 MakE sometning bl wihal does | mean?
simphelty — you can say a kot with very litthe,”
Tine Light Sergeans use 0V s, & combination
ot WDMX prografmme and 4 DVD that Pioneer
have releasusd which s based on &8 reoord
"W Ccan pepa DVD
n thiere and then you can scratch video and

player, Chns axplairm
aladan anc pait key goenls in”

Chrts a0 niamses Arkans and Mation C
other popular geeoes of Viing softwase
|5 thee cammerdial availability of such prosducts
that hints at the shaer diversity of the art

"l can reiterale how mudch of 4 comversion
Lo predple Comirg from dilfferent bac L|=|n:|| s
thils ared 1L " says Allen, “You have people

from an architeciural background who have
ST IR ek i peaple rom an engeneering
Backgraund whd have learml 30 patkages
pEtling ivte wsing 1T as well, 50 i is really &
trdarse medium,”

The eciectic range of people getting
meived in VIing doesn’l s1op there as
Iaday's Club cultiife lhas ko made an impact

ar s popularity

3T i IRNACINE

1 guess clubs have beocome a bit more
commercial these days and the whaode 905
phenomenan of big super star Ds has

ong gone. You have got a resengeance of
performance again, which | think is really
good. There are lots of young bands and a
plethora of people with [aptops and desktop
wideo., Yollfube has st opened 11 up to

be a whole kot more accesssble for & wider
Esdience,™ says Chrm

Juest howy much the umbredla term of Wling
has moved on fram Chris's memaries of
‘uitraviolet paimted banners and backdrops
in the early "90s" is exemplified in The Light
Surgeans' latest audio visual cammission
Goeng by the name of True Fictian, Allen
cxplairs how they “worked with 25 dif
ed musicians from Mew York ™, He

e

continues, “[We] constructed the whiole
peepe out af that. We recorded documentary
rratesial a0 1t can incorparate filmomaking
rrussc-making and motion graghics. ® is really

a synthess - or a nems - to bring all these
things together and explone the mediem
outside of the normal way of kaking at it
The project demanstrates exactly sy such
an eclectic mik of people are draven to the an
of Yiing: it smply cannot be put into 3 bos

with just one defining lab<l. EEEET







