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“...TLS...TRAVEL THE WORLD PUTTING
ON SHOWS...”



Would you like to freak out a dancefloor full of mashed-up elubbers with a
huge TV sereen of mind-bending visual trickery? Mixmag tells you how

WJing - is that the talking bit
between videos on MTV?

Forget nice testh and Dutch accents
Thiis i5 the assembling of visuals on big
screens Lo accompary your Du, “The
whole concept is to go into a space
and make it more sexy and more up”
explains superstar V. Charles Kried,
who's provided visuais for Paul
Dakenfold, Tong and the Fatboy.
"¥ou're creating the environment inta
which the DU can inject their music, so
you need a big exchange going with
you, the Du) and the audience.” Lynne
Sanderson, aka V. SustEnanckE from
the Boiler Room at the Adelaide Big
Day Out, agrees; “Hopefully you'll biow
Someong’s mand

Sounds good - but how's it done?
Prepare to spend. “The most basic
things you need are a compuler and
an internet connection,” says VJ

Anyone, whose Vectors nighl beat
Bugged Out! and Fabric in the top
nights out st in September’s Mixmag.
Alter this mitial outlay of about a
grand, you may want a video Camera,
viden decks, animation software like
Flash, specialist VJ software,
profectors and screens. But with
laptops getting ever more powerful,
expect to fit your main gear into bwa
DU record boxes,

Do you need to know what music
will be played in advance?

Opinson varies between needing
know the DU you're working with
better than their own mother, and just
letting it happen. “We Ved for Tom
Middlebon at the Big Chill,” say WJ old-
stagers Hexstatic, “we knew he'd wani
full-on Star Wars overioad.” Make sur
you know what style will be played, but
Rexibility is the key. "It just eye

candy,” opines V.J Shynola, "'We don’t
try and sync it up - we just tape stuff
off the belly wien we're drunk,
Where da | get my visuals from?
‘Anyone who's good expresses their
own style” explains Matt Black of VJ
nnovaters Coldout; "There's a mikburne
of sources you can use - 3-D graphics,
appropriated images off the TV, stuff
you film yoursel” Shoating in 8 club is
agood source, Each clip meeds to be
edited to rougihly a second so it fits
with any beal. "Understand the inner
rivythm of each clip,” says VJ Kriel,
guru-like. A VU will clear around 1,000
clips & mighl. 5o get choopendg. Bewang
using the same soffware as everyone
else as it means samey visuals.
Ohay, I've got the gear. Is there a
standard way to get bookings?

Tl say DIY " says Matt Black
“Convinoe your iacal free-party

promoter that you ane the master of
this new art.” Get experience and
wourll be ideally placed to take
advantage of a growing field - some
companies have started bo sell viswal
solutions 1o clubs, o that Vs only
need tunrup with thesr video on VCDs
or DVD=. °If sending out demos make
sure your kago is on it - otherwise they
mary just tao it adds Black,

Wiy not just become a DJ instead?
Because every man and his dogls a
Dol And the money’s betber in VJing.
“Wie usually pay Vs more than the
[uts” confirms one club promoter.
"You'd havo o beé a superstar DU to
beat the best Vs on pay” Ba&g dogs Bke
the Light Surgeons also gel to trawvel
the world putting on shows and
regularty create images for Fabric, Try
downhoading free softwane like Viamm
or Motiordive and see what happens.




